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When "Chicago D^y" Came to Hyde Park
(What the Books Don't Tell You)

By Jamcs Stronks
It is astotrnding brrt tmc that 76I,942 pcoplc floodcd into

|ackson Park and thc Midway on 
"Chicago 

Day" at thc
World's Columbian Exposition.It w:rs Octobcr 9, 1893, and
tht 22nd:rnnivcrsary of thc Chicago Firc.

Thc ;innivcrsary fill on a Mondry, btrr thc proud ciq' dcclared
it :r m:rjor holiday. Th.-y ckrscd thc stc'rr..'s :tnd ,rIficcs :rnd schools,
l.-ft s;rloor.rs oocn, and half thc town sct orrt fbr thc Fair.

Hydc Parkcrs, who could casily walk ovcr to thc park, may
havc stayed homc to avoid thc crush. Chicago Day was going
to bc historic, rr oncc-in-a-lifcrimc cvcnt, btrt thcy had becn
visiting thc Fair,rll summ.-r. Thcy could rc:id about the crush
in rhc Tribunr th.- ncxt day,
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Thc Xcrxcs claim was vintagc Windy Ciry brag. But thc
accountants' final total of 76I,942 is a, solid fact, rccordcd in
rhe Report oJ tbe Presifunt to the Board oJ Dirertors ( I 898), pagc 407 .
Thc Nnv York Tims the next day (after explaining that
Chicago mcans 

"Whcrc 
thc skunk dwells") conccded it to bc

"thc 
largcst concollrsc of pcoplc cvcr known."

Thc 76I, 942 pcoplt- :rt rht- F;rir that day wcrc morc than
livcd in Boston, or Baltimorc, or St. Louis. Indced, thc U.S.
Cmsus of 1890 proves that the Chicago Day crowd was
grcatcr th:rn thc combined popuklrorr of Albany, Rochcstcr,
Toledo, Nashville, St. Paul, Kansas Ciqz, and Indianapolis -

all comprcssed within th.- fcnccs of rhc fairgrounds.

What wa^s the impact of this human ti.Lrl wave along Stony
Island and Conage C'rovc, ;rnd whar did it mean for Hydc Park?

Thc answcrs are not to bc forrnd in thc rrublished literature
oIthc World's Coltrmbirn Exposition, thot,gh it is enormous.
Thc official records and histories are exccllent in thcir way,
lnd wc will draw on thcm herc for some statistics. But they
are institutional, limitcd to thc prt'cir.rcr of the fairground,
with forrnal photos of whitc facadcs amid dcscrted spaces,
described in idealized qeneralities.

This present prp.t,-ot.t the contrary, is interested mainly in
peopb, utd specifics, whc'thcr in or or-rtside of the fairgrounds,
cspccially people on the strccts of Hydc Park, :r place the insu-
lar, whitewashcd histories do not know exists. Orrr infbrrna-
rion hcrc will come from rh.' lively newspapers of Ocrobcr,
1893, with due carc and discretion in usins such fallible
sources: the Triburc,the Ltter-Ored,,, rhc Tiies, rhe Herald, rhe
Record and Daill Nelus, thc Evening Journal, the EvmingPost, the
scnrf{' Mail, and the exposition's own Daill Coluntbian.

Actually it was not the reporters on these dailies but their
editors who wrote most extravagantly about Chicago Day.
The Tribune op / ed page said the Fair showe d 

"carping 
critics

and envious rivals" (i.e., the New Yo1r' Time) cont'inued on poge 2
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