
ATaIe of
Hyde Park Park Art

by Alta Blakely

On overing walks my husbdd dd I otlen
stroll through Nichols Pdk (be.w@n 55th od
54th Streets, Kerwood and Kimbdk) My
cuiosily becMe wlretied by ahe nmes on tle
low cufled waU.iust north of 55th Sireet:
J osiah \Yilldd Gibbs, Roben vancoor.
lvillid Bela Hof mm, LazarM. Petrymm,
H - - - y Schneiderman. Wlat did these five
men have in cornnon?

''Josiah WiUud Gibbs was a well known
physicht l" said my htrsbmd. And I had a
hunch that Rob€n Vanc@r mighr have b@n
the husbdd of Wanda Vancoor, whom I
rcmembered as a member of the staff at lhe
Hyde Pdk-K€nwood Comuniry Confer-
cnce, probably in lhe 1950's. But $'hat of the

Th€n one June eaeninS, as $e walked
through the park 6gain, suddenly lher€ was a
lorely fouDtajn in a crescent"shaPed pool
b€hind the wall bearing thosc Dam€s-a
fountain of gracetul coils ftom which water
Ned in all dilections. Hcre was rcally a
surprlse and a mysteryl I lumcd to lln
Despres. who seems to know the answers lo
most of my qudrionE .bou! Hyd. Pdk.

"Call Midam (Mrs. Alcx) Elson," Irn said
"She and Muriel Beadlc w.rc co-chairmen of
a sculpturc committee back in the '60's, a
subcommincc of rh€ Hyde Po*-Kenwood
Community Conference. She is thc pc6on to
answer your queslioDs."

"Yes," saidMiriamElson, "dd Muiel
Beadle said w€ should deposit all our
committee minutes in ReSenstein Library." A
trip to Special Collections at Regenslein then
revealed mnch of the story.

In lhe etuly 1960h, as parl of Urbdn
Renewal, certain deas were set aside for
pdls Comunity members were inieresred
in rndking these peks attractive, and the
HPKCC Sculptue Comittee was sl u!.
Members olher thd Miriam Elson and Muriel
Beadle wele Don Barm of tho Hyde Park Ait
centtr, Theodora (I\'Iis. George) Bobrinskoy,

Charles ( 'CrI ') Dombusch, archit€ct,
Barbata Fiskc, John Havkinson of ihr
University of Chicago facully, Nancy Hays,
Naialie (lv,Irs. B.n) Heineman, Michacl Is@,
Jr.,Itel€n (I,Irs. Robcn) McDousrl, Colvin
sawyi€r, and Joshua Taylor, professor of an
hislory at rhe Univesity of chicago.

The Park District responded enthusiasti"
cally to the willingness of community
r€sidents to panicpate in the plans for ihe two
pdk!. Cons€quently, an announcement of the
sculplure design competition went oui on

"ThePdk Sculpture Committee of lhe
Hyde Pffk-Kenwod Community
Conlerence invites students of tlE An
lnstitute of Chicago to participate it a
design coDpetilion iniended to encouage
fresh and unstereotyped thinkinS about a
problem conmon 10 urbu ncighborh@ds
aU over ihe U.S.: How can smalt city parks
acqDire sculpture that the community
senod by lhe park can .fford, wirl qjoy,

dd $ill be sufficiently proud of ro lrotoct

The comittee expre$ed the lbpe ihat the
scdpture.lhoughdtisticallysatislyjng,would
not be "Hands ofi" Also "it should be
designed so thnt sone or all of it could be
conslructed by amateN, under lhe direction
of the scUlptor." (This aspect of the plan
proved to be nor fealible.)

An inprcssive panel ofj'rdges wa!
asscmblcd: Harry Bouras and Cosmo
Carnpoli, sculptorsi Joseph Shapiro, "thc w.u
tnown an coll€ctol'; Joshua Taylor, professor
of dr al the Univerrity of Chicago; a$d
charles('Carl')Dombusch, architect a'd
also Dlanner of Harper coun..db

A news release ftom the HPKCC to the

Ilxq&rLgers!4on Ausust 10, 1966, stated:
"Over 50 models 'neeting (the slated)

requirements were submitted. Pfizes of
$200 each were award€d in June 1965 to
rhJee students whose models were
adjDdsed best by a five-natr jury of
sculptoB and art experts. Th€ Chicago
Pdk Distuict, whose officials have worked
closely wilh thc Park ScDlptDre Commn
tee from rhe inception ofth€ prcject, djs-
played th€ models foBeveral Donths al
Puk District headquanes. (Also at
Mccomick Place, as patt of lhe
CPD mual flower faii, according to
Miiim Elson.)

"The first of the solptur€s io be coDmis
sioned is m organic fom of plastic
applied to a steel-wiie frame. It is now
being made in hh studio by the yourg
sculptor, Jerome Saba, md will be
iGtalled in the new neidborhood pmk nt
54th and Blackstone sometime this fall.
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