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E  I C ' S  C O M M U T E R
WSLETTER
D A DECADE
T R A N S I T I O N

l t1,./oltrt G. .\ l l ttt

In  Ocr , ,L . . r  i t ) ( r / - r  s !1s  I l l rno is  Cent ra l  Ra i l road
in.nrglrr . r reci  H, 11,, . ' .  a mont l - r lv  newslet ter  for  i ts
E lce  r r i c  commuter  ra i l  cus tomers  on  the  South  S ide
-rnd in t l - re south suburbs.  Last ing through Febnrary
1971, He//r,. '  was an easilv forgotten and often
ove r looked publ icat ion of  the rai l road's publ ic
:c1 . i t to t , r  - i c1- . r r t t t t r ' i t t  to  h r11 .  c ( )nvey  rhe  ra i l road 's
perspect ive i l t  r i  r ime s 'hen iares \ \ 'ere r is ing.  r idership
s ' a s  d e c l r n i n c . . r f l t l  r h e  o r i - c i n " 1  c l r c r r i c  f ' l e e r  u ' r r s
a p p r o a c l - u n c  t i r . : n t l  , , i r t .  , : r : i ' - r 1  s : . \ r - .  l r i t  \ t t
desp i te  these l im i t i t t ions .  H, . ' , '  l t ; s  m. r : i - r  i cJ rcn t l t - t i
r ,a lue for today's histor ian.  I r  bror-rghr rc,serhei  much
informat ion abotr t  IC Electr ic operar ions,  i t  provided
i  comfort inc sense of  communit l '  among r iders,  and
rts c i incl ic i  ecl i tor ia l  sty le provides a welcome conrrasr
ro the s i rnrt izecl  e Lrpl-remisn-r  of  much of  today's
"corporare  

com m un ica t ions" .
\\ ' l-ren rhe flrst issr-re oi H(/l(). 'appeared in 1965, the

or ig inal  e lectr ic cars.  bui l r  for  the electr i f icat ion of
commuter sen' ice in 1926. had been in sen' ice for  40
years and pror.ided sen'ice on all trains. Painted dark
green, the cars had taken on a color more akin to
brorvn after four decades amid smoke from the city's
heavy industry and the coal which sti l l  heated many
buildings. Inside, passengers sat on rarran-covered
seats (once the finest in comfort) with reversible
backs. Interiors were painted a pinkish rone, with
maroon below the windows. Incandescent bulbs
provided light, there were advertisemenrs above the
seats throughout the length of the cars, and the
northernmost car of every train was designated as the
smoking car. Underneath, the compressors which held
air to release the brakes would recharge with a high-
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pitched 
" thunk-thunk-thunk".  

At  each end of  the cars
were bench seats, above which stood grab handles for
standing passengers.  Twin s l id ing doors opened onto
vest ibules,  painted the same dark green as the
exter iors,  rvhere another set  of  doors opened onto
high- level  wooden plat forms at  a lmost every stat ion.
The onlv concession to moderni ty was a recent ly-
instal led Automat ic Revenue Col lect ion System,
r i 'h ich had vet to shake of f  an unfortunate reputat ion
r , ' r  l : n r c l i . r h i l r r r '

B r -  rhe  r ime H, l / , , . ' ceased pub l ica t ion ,  the
exper ience of  r id in-r  rhe IC di f fered from today's
\ Ie t ra  E lec t r i c  la r r - re lv  rn  the  s t i l l -p reva i l ing  use  o f
s 'ooden plat iorms. and the colors of  the Highl iners '
exter ior  paint  and seats -  minor detai ls compared to
the change that swept the railroad during the past
decade. At no point  s ince electr ic service started in
1926 had the IC's 

"suburban 
service", as the railroad

long called it, undergone more change than during
the nine years that Hello./ was published.

The newsletter was printed on letterhead or card
stock, and was invariably 81lz inches high. Different
issues appeared with one, two, or sometimes three
folds (the latter being on 81lz by l4 inch paper). \With

the exception of a two-color issue commemoraring rhe
arrival of the Highliners, the newsletter was printed
in one color-usually black, although brown, dark
blue, and even dark green were also used.

The masthead was the same every monrh, with the
volume and issue noted beside the Hellol name (which

always carried the exclamation point), and
immediately undernearh appeaied the words
"Published 

for our Il l inois Central commurers". ,@

* * * * * * * *
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Puhlished only for our
lllinois Central connuterc.
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