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Quodrongle Club, l915

Nofres fr,lom the Archives
by steue Trcffinan

rhe briat'.refbrence to tlrc earhllist<try ottlrc Quadrrnryle Clult
in tha Juh1, rgg4 issua of'th i.s rrcrt'.s/cttcr i nspirad a lettar lront
Ed Cantpbcll:

In Mrtcsfiom tlrc Arcliucs (fuly r9g+) Stephen Treflilan
recolurts in ftrscinating detail early social ch-rbs in Hyde
Prrk - Kenwood. There"was u minor en'or ir-t locating tl-re
first Quadrangle Club buildinq ;t 5757 Ur-riversity Avenue.
Its actr:al location was across the street at the southeitst
comer of 58th Street ru'rd University Avenue. The entnrnce'
wils on 58th street facing north.

And thereby hangs a tale: the locatior-t of the Club on

58th street with tl're main ftrcade looking north is a
deterrnining factor in the ultimate flrte of that br,rildinq
which Jean Block in Thc U.sc.s of'Gothic (University of
Chicago Library 1983) describes as "having the
appearance of an English country house with a few
neo-classic features." The building was designed in 1896
by Charles B. Atwood, architect of the Fine Arts
Buildir-rg (now MSI)at the rB93 Colurnbian Expositiou.

The Club was pressed to fir-rd a new location in r9r5
when the University developed a plan to fi-ee up the
block for the chapel and its adjacent buildings. The
University cor-rtributed $rcn,txxr toward a new buildine

which was courpletecl  at  the prescnt si te,57th stret ' t
r rrrd Urt ive t-s iLy Avett tu ' ,  i r t  rgzz.

The old Club hor.rse wrts tttt 'ttecl ovet to the Scltool of
Comrnerce anc'l Aclrnirtistrirtiot't :urcl r-rsecl trntiI r9z9
wherr the site on 58th street wits reclersigtrltterd for the:
Oriental h'rstitute.

The old Qturd Club buildinq wils cllt irt two, it rz foot
serctior.t removed fi-orl the .",it. ' ' ' , rrrtcl the twtt pitrts
ruroved to the present locutiot.t :rt 58th lrrrd tnqleside
where thev were reioined.

The process of nioving involvecl settittq the
structr-rres on logs arrd rollirrg them ltcross the tnltitt
quadr:rngle, over Ellis Avenue to tlter site west of the
pre.sent bookstore. This wrrs an rtrclltcltts uttdertakiltq
lnc-l no unnecessary lloves, such its ittr r&r degree turt-t
to nraintair.r the original street odetrtirtion of the
br-rilding, were apparently entertained. Moving directly
west to a site on tl"re north side of 58th street resulted
in the buck of the structure facine the street and the
front of the structure tlrcitrg nort[ towirrd the
Bu i ld i r rgs  r r r rd  Grounds s l rops .

ln recent years the maiutenance buildings hile beetr
removed to create the Scietrce quadrangle and the old
Quadrangle Club, now named lngleside Hall, has an
open green space as an appropdate setting fbr the
classic charm of its fiont fhcade.

- Eduard A.Carnphell D
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1 Staue Tn:ftinan rcsptnuls:
Actually, the Quadrangle Club had a number of

homes before what is now lnqleside Hall was
construc[ed, us Ed colr-r 'ctly nltes, on the solltheast
corner of f ifty eighth and University, the site now of
the Oriental hrstitute. Odsinrrl ly, the clr-rb was
rurqirnizecl by:rnd for Univ-er-sityof Chicago mirle faculty
in 1893 at t ltc'old oel Prrrcio Hotel, th:rn cirl led the Birrry
Hotel, wlrere nrrny ul the clr-rb's e'ally rne.mbers l ived.
hr t t rnat ioni r l  Houst 's t i rnc ls  ther-er  now. TI te c lub wus
incorpolltc'cl irr r8g5 rrnd rr t lrrei: stoly reci brick clr-rlt
I rorrse wirs  bui l t  or r  that  F i f ty-e iq l r th  l rnc l  Urr ivers i ty
conr(-r ancl oitent'd orr.Jtrne tg, 1896. lrt 1897, Itoweve'l, i t

-.., -- ( 'xperienct cl thru-c succcssivc f ir-es. Thc thirc'|, on
Dcccnrbcr 25, l '8lg7, c-lrusecl strclt extetnsive ditntirqe tlt irt
r.r 'rrjor re-'constnrction wirs rnade necessilry while, ls
wel l ,  a lkrwinq expansion of  the o lc l  bui ld inq.  For '
luppnrxirrurterly six rrronths thereirf ier the cltr[r
ruurintirinecl terlpollrry qll i trters at lr btri ldirrg tlt irt oncer
stood l t  whi r t  is  now 1358-r3&t  Ei ts t  F i f iy-e iqhth.  On
.Jr-rly 26, rBgtl, t lre new cluh lrouse, rrow twice the size of
i ts  prcdt ' r 'cssol  bt r t  rc t i r in ing the or iq i r r i r l  f i rc l tde,  wl ts
once aqlin operrt 'cl to its nteurber-s. The lalqer quirrters
werc ncccled beclnrst 'o f  an inc le i rsc in  ther  c luh 's
ntcr t tbcr-shi1 l  whic l r  o t  cr r rcr i  wl r r :n  l r .c l r r rngc in
r .cqui rcrnents t r l lowcr l  t r r t 'n  to . jo i r r  wl to wcr-c not
Urr ivc ls i ty  of  ( - - l r i r - l rqo f l rcr r l ty .  l ly  r8g7.  t l rest '
' t ' on r rn t r r r i t y "  n l ( ' n  r r r l r c l t ' r r p  l r l r r r os t  l r l r l l  o [  [ l r t ' r  l t r b ' s
nr t 'nrbcrship of  165.  Worrren f i rcu l ty  r r rcnrbels wt ' r ' t ' r ' ro t
r r lkrwcd f t r l I  r r rcr r rbelship urr t i I  t l te  la t t '  rg4os.  

- I ' l rc

bt r i lc l inq cont l inecl  i r  l ibr l r ly ,  c l in inq nror .n,  nr t ' r , t ing
rool l ts ,  qy lnni ls iu ln r r r rc l  l iv inq qul t r te l 's  f r l r  sonte of  t l tc
c l t rb 's  nrcnr l rcrs.  I t  wl rs  t l r is  bt r i ld inq t l ra t  evcrr tu i r l ly
woukl  l r t '  t l r , r r rdk ' t l  l ( - ross t l r t '  r ' l r rnuus to becorne
Inqlcs i r lc  Htr l l .  For-  nron,  in fo l r .n l rL i i r r r  see Eur i ly  Ki rc lens,
C tr. ut i t ry A Scr rsc of So t i at q : T I n, Qu a d m r ryla Cl ub, 8gj- r g gj
(Chicrqo,  1993),  pt rb l ished by the Club i rnd avai lable i r t
Rergcnstei n Li blrrry S pet-i i  r l Col lections. X

Attorrrytrnnlirqtlils urticla, is a postuunl
uiert' of tlu, rcnr or stnih tit'ada of tlrc
Qu a d ru r ryk, Ch h a r ul i t-s fcr rr ri.s t Lu t ft s ns tl ut1
appearad nroutul ryr5. At tlrc tor h,tt bcltuul
tlrc Quadmryla Club hr this ilftr.strntir)tr ntoll
ba st'crr Sarninary Housa ut 5757 Stnftlr
L) r riu c rs itt1. O ri qi n a I I q a profc.s.so r'-s I rrrr rrc, i t
u'ns corrucfted httt calninistratiua ruul t'huiltt1
o lhcas tit r tl rc Clilcaqo Tl rcologrt:al San ilr n n1
until it u'as razed titr cxparrsiorr of'thc
Sentirnry.Tlrc rccurt litotoqralth ot'tlrc reur
of Inqlaside Hall reproduced 1rcre ntatl ba
comportrl to an aarltl uiett'of tlrc fi'rnft ttt'tlu,
clublrousc appearuEbrJenn Bftrcl<, Uses of
tlre Gothic (C/ imqo, ryB!, paqa 2ro.
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