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Sornc rnorrtlr-s nqo,Ted Andercon, a tbrnvlinqmcmber of HPHS,
passerl attary Ha is rcmemberad lrcra bq a fi,llou'firuruler and
t'iend, Dcucmrx Bttthl.

Recollecrions of
Ted Anderson

t f irst rlet Ted Ar-rderson when I was a srnall boy
Irncl nry flrrnily we.re custourers of his store at 1444 East

55th Street. lt wus u large, old fhshioned h:rrdware
store,.just the sort of place a boy who liked to work
with his hrrnds loved to hang around. The store wus
del iqht f t r l ly  r l ressy,  wi th hundreds of  boxes and b ins
f i r l l  o f  r r isr -e l l l rneous pur ts  r rnd qadqets,  noth inq l ike
the blrrncl, srrnit ize'd hclme center storers of today, whele
everyt l t inq is  i r r  p l i rs t ic  b i rqs.  ln  t l rose 'days Hyde Pir rk
hrrd l half ckrzen or so qood lt irrdwirre stores, on 57th
Strt 'et, espt:cil l ly 55th, ancl 53r'd Stre.et.

l1rc only or.re who knr:w wherre errerythirtq was in his
slort ', of ( oLu's(', was Tecl, and the entirc operirt ior-r
revolvt ' t l  l r t 'or r r tc l  l r inr .  He knew t t tost  of  t l ter  c-ustonters
by r r l rnr t ' ,  r r rc l  l r l r r rost  everyone wlro c l rnrer  in  to t l r r .
s to le sotrq l r t  l r i r r r  orr t  for  ac lv ice on wlr i r t  nrerchandise
to brry ,  o l  l row to ckr  r r  p l r r t ic t r l l r r  repai r .  TI re s tore was
r r l so  a  q l r t hc r i nq  po i r r t  f o r  i l r r t i t o r s  i n  t hc  r r re r r ,  who
stood r r r -orrnc l  thc n ickc l  Col i t .  nr l r t ' l r in( ' to  swtr [ )  s tor ics
i r l r o r r t  l l r t ' i r .  t t ' r r i r r r t s ,  nu rny  o f  w l r r l n r  w t ' n '  s t r r c l c r r t s  o r '
pnl fcssr l ls ,  wl  ro d id  r r '  t  l r l rve t ' r tor rq l r '  ( ' ( )u l  r . r ' l ( )n  scns(" '
l to t  Io  pt r t  qn ' r rsc t lown the 's ink,  < l l  to  lo t  l i  l l r t ' rnst ' l r r t 's
ou t  o f  I l r e i l  l r p l r . t n r c r r l s .

Yt ' l r ls  Lr t t ' r ' ,  lv l r i 'n  I  qot  lo  l<. r row Tcd r r r t rc l r  l rc t tcr ,  l r t '
b l r r qged  to  r r r c  t h r r t  l r t J l r r r r l  r ) l r l y  ( ) nc  j t r h  l r i s  en t i l t ' l i f t ' .
Ht  wl rs  l ro ln i r r  Hycl t 'P l r rk  i r r  rgr3,  lnc l  r t t t 'nc lec l  Rly
Scl rool  l rnc l  Hvr l t 'Prr r l .  Hig l t  Scl tool ,  wl t t ' rc  ht ' lovecl  to
w<l l l<  in  t I t t 's l rops t l r r r t  wcrc l l r t t ' r '  rnovccl  or- r t  wl ren
C l r i t ' l r qo  Vo t ' l r t i on l r l  H igh  S< ' l r oo l  w l r s  bu i l t .  When  h t '
wi rs  ro yc l r ls  o lc l ,  in  t l rc  fo t r l th  q l i r i le ,  l re  h i rd l  f i iend
wlrost ' f l r t l rcr  ownt 'd  lhc kr t ' l r l  l l r r .c lwrr le  s [o le.  Thc lxry
to ld Tcr l  t l r r r t  l r is  f r r t l re l  r rccdccl  r r  dc l ivery l roy,  ancl  he '
qo l  t l r e  j ob .  E ig l r t ce r r  ve r r r s  l r r t t ' r ' l r c  l r o r rq l r t  t l r t ' s t r l r e ,  by
t l tcr t  owner i  I ly  l l rc  Wlqrrer-  l } r 'o thers,  l rnc l  r -erurr r tec l  i t
A.T. Attderson Hltlciwrrr-t ' .

Dr-rrinq the Deplession Tt'tl liept thc stole qoinq by
ptrrchitsittq the strrk of other Sorrth Sicle' lrrtt 'dwitre
stores that wele qoinq otrt of business, ancl hy buying
d istlessecl nre-.rch ancl i se filn wh olersllers r rt b:rrgain
prices. For exaurple, he ont t lrouqht 75 broken wooden
iloninq boalcls for twenty five cents c'ach, fnrr.r-r which he
wirs able to repuir'5o or'6o of t]renr, to sell for'$5.cn u piece.
The wood stove ir.t the heirclquirrters \,vils pr-rrchirsed by
Ted at ir birnkrr-rptcy sale und sirt in his gurage for almost

5cl yeilfs before beinq use.d for the first t inre. In order to
rnake ends meet, Teci also did a lot of repaidrrq of small
appliances at the store, and he. was lr n-nster locksmith.

Ted and his wife Lillian raised tl-reir three cl'rildren ir-r
tlre large frame house at 5627 Kenwood. He could often
be seen smoking his cigars on the front porch, because
his wife didn't like him to do it in the house. He was
extremely active in the Hyde Park Methodist Church,
which was later tom down, and the congreqatiot-t
rnerged with the United Cl'rurch of Hyde Park on 53rd
Street. He loved music and often led singing at tl-re
churcl"r. He and his fhmily could usually be seen eating
Sunduy dinner, after church, at the Tropical Hut
restaurant on 57tl-r Street.

Other than his fhrnily, his busir-ress, and l-ris church,
Ted soent iln enormous arnoulrt of time involved in
virrious volunteer i:lctivities in the community. He wirs
ir mernber of the local maft Board for 2tl years, a matter
of no srnall interest to me und my rnale
corrternporaries, since we were of dnft age durirrg tlre
Vietnam war. He was also active in, and usually
chairm:rn of, a virtual "who's who" of Hyde Park
orqanizat ions, including the YMCA, Kiwanis Club,5th
Ward Citizens Comrnittee, Hyder Park-Kenwood
Conrnrunity Conf'erence, Southeast Chicarlo
Conrrrr ission, 55th Street Businessnren's Associ i r t iort ,
Hyde Prrrk Neighborhood club, Mason's, uncl Schriner's.

When the Historical Society was forured he wls in
chlrge of serllinq rn Chirfterr Mernberships ltt $rur eltch,
which orovided the nr:cellus of fr-rnds to rehabilitute
the Irr':rclqrrirrters. We workecl vely closcly toqctlrcl otr
that ploject.

In tlrt' late r95os, Ted's rlriqinal store was sLrted filr
clt rnolition irs pirrt of'the urbirn renewal plirn. He rrrovecl
to l  rrrur-h srnl l ler intednr l t r i r t ion, l r t  rzr5 Eitst  55th
Stleet, lretween Kirrbalk lnc{ Wtxrdlawn, where he wits
Iocate-cl for B yelrrs. 'l-he uctr-ral rnove \^iils rtltde by it
parade of volunteers clrryinq the rnelchirnclise fron.t
()ne store to iurother in borrowecl Co-on Food Store
slroppinq crrr ts.  Eventr-r i r l Iy l rc inrd olheL nrer-char. t ts,
such rrs "Mr'. G," huilt the 5jrd Street and Kirnbark
Shopping PLzrr where his store was relocuted. R few
ye'lrrs luter he letilecl, irfier 55 years in the hardware
br,rsine'ss, the deirn of Hycle Purk rnerchunts. The store
tltrives today, of coursc, rrow kr-rown as Andersorr's Ace
Hardwirre, eularged and owned by his proteqe, Geor-ge
Alquire. Georqe has recently hirnself celebrated 5<l yeilrs
in the hardwrrre business, but that is lrnother story.

tn rg8o, after his wif'e died, Ted rnove'd to Hawaii,
wlrere his son Ronald is an engineer. He shipped his
furrriture, belongings and tools in an euormous
contairrer, tl-rat also included his beloved Mercedes
Benz autornobile. He died in Hawaii on January rB,
1994, and u nremodal service was helc'l for hirn at the
United Church on February 5, 1994. Even thouqh he had
moved fiom Hyde Park almost r5 yeilrs ago, more than
a hundred of I'ris old friends gathered to reminisce
about hirlr. He willl lot soon be fbrqotten. X
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